A meter strip dispensing assembly for dispensing a test strip comprised of: 
a housing; 

a container for holding test strips, the container positioned within the housing; 

a movable body movable to a position that engages a test strip and displaces it out of the 

container through a container opening; 

a movable mechanism that connects the movable body to an actuator located on the 
housing; 

wherein, when the actuator is actuated, the movable mechanism drives the movable body 
into engagement with the test strip and displaces it out of the container. 
The meter strip assembly of claim 1 wherein the container is further comprised of: 
a vial; 

a cassette positioned within the vial in which the test strips reside. 
The meter strip assembly of claim 2 wherein the cassette has a top surface, is open on 
a bottom surface, has sidewalls extending downward from the top surface, and has 
apertures provided on opposing sidewalls. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 2 further comprised of a lift apparatus situated within 
the cassette, the lift apparatus comprised of a lift movably mounted over a vertically 
extending element having a top end and a bottom end, the bottom end resting on the vial 
bottom; a biasing element situated over the vertically extending element, the lift resting 
against the biasing element which biases the lift towards the top end of the vertically 
extending element, wherein at least a portion of the lift is positioned within the cassette 
and is provided with a surface upon which test strips can rest. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 4 wherein the cassette is provided with a vertically 
extending slot extending from the bottom surface to the top surface wherein the Hft 
surface is situated within the cassette and the vertically extending element is positioned 
outside the cassette. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 1 wherein the movable mechanism is comprised of at 
least one lever engaged at a first end to the actuator and at a second end to the movable 
body. 


The meter strip assembly of claim 4 wherein the movable mechanism is comprised of at 
least one lever engaged at a first end to the actuator and at a second end to the movable 
body, and the movable body is positioned to move in and out of one of the apertures in 
the cassette. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 5 wherein the movable mechanism is comprised of at 
least one lever engaged at a first end to the actuator and at a second end to the movable 
body, and the movable body is positioned to move in and out of one of the apertures in 
the cassette. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 3 fiirther comprised of a lift apparatus situated within 
the cassette, the lift apparatus comprised of a lift provided with a threaded aperture 
mounted over a vertically extending threaded element having a top end and a bottom end, 
the vertically extending threaded element extending into an aperture in the vial bottom; 
means for rotating the vertically extending threaded element, wherein the lift moves 
upward in response to a rotation of the vertically extending threaded element, wherein 
at least a portion of the Hft is positioned within the cassette and is provided with a surface 
upon which test strips can rest. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 9 wherein the cassette is provided with a vertically 
extending slot extending from the bottom surface to the top surface wherein the hft 
surface is situated within the cassette and the vertically extending threaded element is 
positioned outside the cassette. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 1 wherein the cassette is enclosed within the vial, the 
vial being provided with a movable lip seal located in the same plane as the aperttire in 
the cassette, the lip seal bing provided on the vial sidewall and is openable in response 
to a force applied fi-om inside the vial when a test strip is moved against the seal. 
The meter strip assembly of claim 1 1 wherein the lip seal is formed by blending an 
effective amount of elastomer with the carrier thermoplastic material used to construct 
the vial. 

The meter strip assembly of claim 2 wherein the vial is fixrther comprised of a desiccant 
plastic. 

In combination, a vial and cassette for housing test strips that are dispensed from the 
combination, the combination positioned within a dispenser of test strips that dispenses 
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test strips in response to a movable body that engages and displaces test strips, the 
combination comprised of: 
a vial; and 

a cassette in which test strips reside, the cassette positioned within the vial, the cassette 
provided with a top surface, being open on a bottom surface, and having sidewalls 
extending downward from the top surface, and fiirther having apertures provided on 
opposing sidewalls. 

The combination of claim 14 ftirther comprised of a lift apparatus situated within the 
cassette, the lift apparatus comprised of a lift movably mounted over a vertically 
extending element having a top end and a bottom end, the bottom end resting on the vial 
bottom; a biasing element situated over the vertically extending element, the lift resting 
against the biasing element which biases the lift towards the top end of the vertically 
extending element, wherein at least a portion of the lift is positioned within the cassette 
and is provided with a surface upon which test strips can rest. 

The combination of claim 1 5 wherein the cassette is provided with a vertically extending 
slot extending from the bottom surface to the top surface wherein the lift surface is 
situated within the cassette and the vertically extending element is positioned outside the 
cassette. 

The combination of claim 14 wherein the cassette is constructed of desiccant plastic. 
In combination, a vial and cassette for housing test strips that are dispensed fi-om the 
combination, the combination positioned within a dispenser of test strips and dispensing 
test strips in response to a movable body that engages and displaces test strips, the 
combination comprised of: 
a vial; and 

a cassette positioned within the vial in which the test strips reside, the cassette provided 
with a top siirface, being open on a bottom surface, and having sidewalls extending 
downward from the top surface, and fiirther having apertures provided on opposing 
sidewalls, a lift apparatus situated within the cassette, the lift apparatus comprised of a 
lift provided with a threaded aperture mounted over a vertically extending threaded 
element having a top end and a bottom end, the vertically extending threaded element 
extending into an aperture in the vial bottom; means for rotating the vertically extending 
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threaded element, wherein the lift moves upward in response to a rotation of the vertically 
extending threaded element, wherein at least a portion of the lift is positioned within the 
cassette and is provided with a surface upon which test strips can rest. 
The combination of claim 18 wherein the cassette is enclosed within the vial, the vial 
being provided with a movable lip seal located in the same plane as the aperture in the 
cassette, the lip seal being provided on the vial sidewall and exhibiting a greater degree 
of flexibility when compared to the remainder of the sidewall, the Hp seal being openable 
in response to a force applied from inside the vial when a test strip is displaced from the 
cassette and moved into the seal. 

The combination of claim 1 8 wherein the lip seal is formed by blending an effective 
amount of elastomer with the carrier thermoplastic material used to construct the vial. 
The combination of claim 1 8 wherein the vial is fiirther comprised of a desiccant plastic. 
A container adapted to dispense an item stored within the container, the container 
comprising a body having a discontinuation where a first and second portion of the body 
are adjoining, wherein the first and second portions are movable in response to a force 
applied by an object contacting the discontinuation from within the container. 
The container of claim 22 wherein the container is further comprised of a cap joined to 
the container body by a hinge. 

The container of claim 23 wherein the discontinuation is located at a junction between 

the cap and container body when the cap is closed onto the container body. 

The container of claim 22 wherein the discontinuation is a lip seal. 

The container of claim 24 wherein the discontinuation is a lip seal. 

The container of claim 22 wherein the container is lined with desiccant plastic. 

The container of claim 24 wherein the container is lined with desiccant plastic. 

The container of claim 25 wherein the lip seal is comprised of an upper portion, a lower 

portion, wherein the upper and lower portions have edges which form a mating profile. 

The container of claim 29 wherein one of the upper and lower edges has a member 

extending out therefrom which is received in a groove provided in the other of the upper 

and lower edges. 

The container of claim 22 wherein the item is a diagnostic test strip. 
The container of claim 22 wherein the item is a therapeutic agent. 
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33) The container of claim 22 wherein the item is hygroscopic. 

34) A container adapted to dispense an item stored within the container, the container 
comprised of: a body defining a cavity in which an item to be dispensed from the 
container is stored, and a coiling element positioned within the container, the coiling 
element having a length dimension and exhibiting a tendency to coil in the length 
dimension, wherein the item to be dispensed is placed upon the coiling element and 
maintained in an upward position by the tendency of the element to coil, the container 
further being provided with an opening through which the item may be dispensed. 

35) The container of claim 34 wherein the coiling element is attached to the container at an 
upper portion of the cavity. 

36) The container of claim 34 wherein the coiling element is attached to the container at an 
upper portion of the cavity, and the coil of the coiling element is positioned within the 
cavity. 

37) The container of claim 34 wherein the upper portion of the cavity is provided with a sink 
and a notch which receives a head and a neck of the coiling element. 

38) The container of claim 34 wherein the head and neck of the coiling element are 
positioned within a sink and notch in the upper cavity portion. 

39) The container of claim 34 further comprised of a flat-surfaced lift apparatus for receiving 
the item to be dispensed, the flat-surfaced lift apparatus being positioned on the coil of 
the coiling element. 

40) The container of claim 34 wherein the container is provided with a second operring for 
receiving an element that moves the item to be dispensed to a dispensed position. 

41) The container of claim 40 wherein the item is a diagnostic test strip. 

42) The container of claim 40 wherein the item is a therapeutic agent. 

43) The container of claim 40 wherein the container is positioned in a meter strip dispensing 
assembly for dispensing a test strip that is comprised of: 

a housing; 

a movable body movable to a position that engages a test strip and displaces it out of the 
container through a container opening; 

a movable mechanism that connects the movable body to an actuator located on the 
housing; 
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wherein, when the actuator is actuated, the movable mechanism drives the movable body 
into engagement with the test strip and displaces it out of the container. 

44. ) The container of claim 34 wherein the container is farther comprised of a body having 

a discontinuation where a first and second portion of the body are adjoining, wherein the 
first and second portions are movable in response to a force applied by an object 
contacting the discontinuation fi-om within the container. 

45. ) The container of claim 22 wherein the container is further comprised of: a body defining 

a cavity in which an item to be dispensed from the container is stored, and a coiling 
element positioned within the container, the coiling element having a length dimension 
and exhibiting a tendency to coil in the length dimension, wherein the item to be 
dispensed are placed upon the coiling element and maintained in an upward position by 
the tendency of the element to coil, the container further being provided with an opening 
though which the item may be dispensed. 
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